
Period 1  

(Pre-Classical, 

1st Wave Civ, 

Bronze Age) 

Period 2  

(Classical,  

2nd Wave Civ.,  

Iron Age) 

Period 2 
Organization & Reorganization of  

Human Socieites 

  

Big Idea #1: 

Development/ 

Codification of 

Religious/Cult

ural Traditions 

Big Idea #2: 

Development 

of State/ 

Empires 

Big Idea #3:  

Emergence of 

Trans-regional 

Networks of 

Communication

/Exchange 



Period 1  
(Pre-Classical, 

1st Wave Civ.,  

Bronze Age) 

Period 2  
(Classical,  

2nd Wave Civ., 

Iron Age) 

What Changed? 
• Age of Empires—In sale/size, everything (states, 

population…) grew larger/faster/more complex 

• Axial Age—Universal religions emerged, providing people 

with a common bond and ethical code to live by. 

• Classical Age—Enduring Cultural traditions took shape, 

often reinforcing pre-existing hierarchies 

• Trans-regional exchange networks emerged, linking far 

flung societies through trade/migrations 

What Stayed Constant (Continuities)? 
• “Globalization” of civilization, Expansion of cities 

• Iron Age.. But overall, changes were minor… No 

fundamental shift in Pol/Econ/Tech forms 



 

But… WHY?   
What caused the Break from Period 1? 

Nomadic Invasions/Migrations 

Greater Contacts  Fuel for Change 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


3 “Loose” Pastoral Nomadic Groups 

along the Steppes of “Inner-Eurasia” 

Indo-Europeans (Chariot Peoples) 

Pre-1500 BCE:  NOT a major threat 

Great military innovations: 
1. Domesticated horse 

2. Invented chariot warfare 

3. Iron metallurgy (remember the Hittites?) 

4. Pushed into SW Asia, S. Asia, E. Asia, Europe 

Conduit of Cultural Diffusion 
• Spread language, military technology (horse, chariot, iron) 

and… religious ideas!!  (Remember Aryans?) 



 

Case Studies:  Indo-Europeans on 

the Move 

Celts—W. Europe (from Spain to Britain) 
 Complex trade network in W. Europe 

 Supplied Greek & Phoenician merchants with essential 

resources  

Aryans—S. Asia 
 Syncretic blending of Aryan + local 

Dravidian traditions  Hinduism 

 Remade Indian Society—Caste System 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


Indo-Europeans Pushed Others to 

Move… 

Example:  Hyksos—From Fertile Crescent, 

pushed into Egypt…. 
 Brought chariots/horses to Egypt 

Caused rise of Anti-Semitism/Xenophobia 

 Transformed Egypt from self-contained isolationist 

into expansion-minded NK empire…. 



World, c. 500 BCE 

World, c. 500 CE 



Period 1  

(Pre-Classical, 

1st Wave Civ, 

Bronze Age) 

Period 2  

(Classical,  

2nd Wave Civ.,  

Iron Age) 

Big Idea #1.  
Enduring Religious/Cultural Traditions 

(Axial Age) 

 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the 

context of INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

These 

shared 

beliefs also 

reinforced 

existing 

hierarchies 

Religious & 

political authority 

often merged as 

political leaders 

used BS to justify 

their rule….  

BS generated 

order… but also 

conflict b/c 

beliefs and 

practices varied 

greatly…. 

BS provided 

a bond 

among 

people & an 

ethical code 

to live by… 



 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the 

context of INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

What parallels do you see between the 

2 oldest religions—as they matured and 
codified?  What factor(s) explain such 

parallels? 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the 

context of INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

Why/How did Buddhism and Christianity 

Arise out of Exiting Religious Traditions? 

How many of the “Top 10” most 
influential thinkers (as chosen by an 

intrepid MIT professor) were Axial Age 

Thinkers? 

http://en.wikipedia.

org/wiki/The_100 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4d/The_100_Cover.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_100
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_100
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Buddhism 

Hinduism 

Christianity 

Judaism 

What is a world religion? 

It’s a belief system that 

embraces people of 

differing languages and 

cultural traditions.  
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Growth of World  

Religions 

Hinduism 
From lst 

millennium BCE  

 

Buddhism 
From 5th century 

BCE 

 

Christianity 
From 1st century 

CE 

Judaism 
Communities 

scattered widely in 

Southwest Asia,  

Northern Africa, and 

Europe, especially  

from the first century 

CE. 

Outline Map: Microsoft Encarta Reference Library 2002 



 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

Both Greeks and Chinese thinkers were 

SECULAR in orientation, but…   Greeks  
emphasized individual agency, while 

Chinese stressed group…. Greeks  

thought in terms of OR, while Chinese 

thought in terms of AND.  So what…? 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

There is no “I” in Confucianism.  Can 

you explain Confucianism’s impact on 

Chinese political and social order? 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

There is no “We” in Daoism.  Can you 

explain Daoism’s impact on Chinese 

culture, esp. art and technology? 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

If you had to be a woman in the 

Classical world, where would you rather 

live? 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


Least                Most 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

Note the parallel between level of 

state-building and the level of 

ORGANIZATION within the religious 

system. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


 
Need to Create Order, Stability, Unity… in the context of 

INCREASING CONTACTS!!  

 

Can you identify distinct artistic, literary, 

and architectural styles that endure from 

the Classical Period? 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/IE_expansion.png


Period 1  

(Pre-Classical, 

1st Wave Civ., 

Bronze Age) 

Period 2  

(Classical,  

2nd Wave Civ., 

Iron Age) 

Big Idea #2 

Empire-Building 

Look how much LARGER and 

MULTICULTURAL the states became!! 
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Rome 

 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

What is an 

Empire? 

  

Age of Empires:  Overview 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician Colonirs 
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Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Be able to identify locations and names 

of all the states/empires on this map!! 

Also, Teotihuacan and Mayan city-

states in Mesoamerica, and Moche 

in Andean South America. 

What is an 

Empire? 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 
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Rome 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Umbrella Q. for ALL Empires 

An empire is a state that unites 

many territories and diverse 
peoples under one ruler or 

government. 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

How to Create Unity, 

Loyalty, and Stability in 

Huge Territories 

Encompassing Multicultural 

Subjects? 
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Rome 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek Colonies 

Phoenician Colonies 

Relate These Characteristics to the 

Conrad-Demarest Model of 

Empires!! 

Can you give 

specific 

examples from 

China, Persia, 

Rome, or S.Asia? 
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Rome 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek Colonies 

Phoenician Colonies 

Relate These Characteristics to 

the Conrad-Demarest Model 

of Empires!! 
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Rome 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek Colonies 

Phoenician Colonies 

Can you name the BS’s Persia, Qin, 

Han, Maurya, Gupta, and Roman 
Empire adopted as their ideology of 

empire?  Which was most successful?  

How about least? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

Can you identify:  Persepolis, Chang’an, 

Pataliputra, Athens, Carthage, Rome, 

Alexandria, Constantinople,  and 

Teotihuacan? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

Brahmin

Kshatriya

Vaishya

Sudra

Untouchable

Most  Classical Societies had similar 

hierarchies… . How was the Chinese 

hierarchy different?  What was “democratic” 

about the Chinese social system (despite 

Confucian social order)? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

If you were an Elite Woman 

from the Classical Period, 

which Empire would you 

rather live in? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

Can you give 

EXAMPLES of 2 

of these 
methods?  

Which empires 

used them? 
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Focus on Slavery: 

Which Classical Society was MOST 

dependent on slave labor?  Which 

Classical Society had the highest 

MANUMISSION? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

Can you give Specific 

Examples of ONE of 
these Environmental 

Damages—from the 

Classical Period? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

Age of Empires 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

How did we help bring down 
4—yep, 4!!—Classical Empires?  

We’re talking Han, Gupta, 

Persia, and Rome!! 









Period 1  

(Pre-Classical, 

1st Wave Civ., 

Bronze Age) 

Period 2  

(Classical,  

2nd Wave Civ.,  

Iron Age) 

Big Idea #3 

Trans-regional Networks of 

Communication & Exchange 

Wow, the world is 

starting to shrink!!  What 
caused  all these 

regions to trade with 

each other? 



I. Land & Water routes became the basis for trans-

regional trade, communication & exchange 

networks in the Eastern Hemisphere, while 

somewhat later separate networks connected the 

peoples/societies of the Americas 

Why are the Americas 

less connected at this 

time?  How did Jared 

Diamond answer this 

question? 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/The_world_in_500_CE.PNG


4 Major trade networks connected Afro-

Eurasia during this period: 

What geographic (climate, location), 

trade goods, and ethnicity of people 

shaped the 4 trade networks? 



Mediterranean as a Unit of Analysis 

Fernand Braudel (and his Annales 

School) was a paradigm shifter.  

Before Barudel, historical narratives 

in the Western world tended to focus 

on political and military history 

(nation-states, kings, and wars), 

typically told through the lens of 

“Great Men theory” model of 

change.  Braudel’s  The 

Mediterranean World in the Age of 

Philip II (1949) broke new grounds by 

looking at the Mediterranean—and 

the local societies encompassed 

within it—through larger temporal 

and ecological perspectives.  He 

emphasized both the interregional 

connectivity (beyond nation-states) 

and the quotidian life of the ordinary 

people (socio-cultural, not just 

political history).  His historigraphical 

paradigm laid the groundwork for 

what eventually became the “World 

History” curriculum. 



Mediterranean during Classial Era:  3 Phases 



Inner Eurasia 

Note the Relationship between Environmental Factors & 

Locations of Trans-regional Trade Routes!! 

Outer Eurasia 

Remember the role of PASTORAL NOMADS in 

linking the Overland Trade Routes 



II. New Technologies facilitated long-

distance communication & Exchange. 

Wow, the overland routes are 

so looooong, and so 

treacherous!!  Deserts, 

mountains, steppes, gaaah!! 

How did merchants transport 

goods across such vast and 

dangerous tracks? 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/The_world_in_500_CE.PNG


New Technologies connected OVERLAND 

routes by… allowing PACK ANIMALS!! 

 

What technologies allowed 

humans to turn horse, oxen, 

llamas, and camels into PACK 

ANIMALS? 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/The_world_in_500_CE.PNG


 

What technological  

innovations turned the SEA 

LANES into TRADE ROUTES? 

New maritime technologies connected SEA 

LANES… from East Africa to East Asia!! 



III. Along with trade goods, exchanges of 

people, technology, religious/cultural beliefs, 

food crops, domesticated animals, and 

disease pathogens developed across far-

flung networks of communication/exchange. 

What else besides 

goods spread 

throughout the trade 

routes?  So what? 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/The_world_in_500_CE.PNG


Crops spread… which caused changes in 

farming/irrigation techniques!! 

 

What new crops spread?  So 

what?  (Besides the fact that, 

ahem, more food, more 

babies!!) 

http://maps.grida.no/library/files/storage/qanat.jpg


Disease pathogens spread… diminished 

population and helped decimate Classical 

empires of Rome and Han China!! 

 

So… who travelled on the trade 

routes?  Think MMMM!!  That is… 

Military, Merchants, Missionaries… 

and hmmph… MRSA?  



Religious/Cultural traditions went through 

changes as they spread… including Roman & 

Chinese cultures… and the BS of Christianity, 

Hinduism, and Buddhism 

 

Can you explain how Christianity 

utterly transformed the Roman 

empire… and how Buddhism 

impacted Chinese culture? 



 
Large-Scale Migrations of the 

Classical World…. 

1. Turkic/Hunnic Steppe Nomads (including 

Xiongnu) across Eurasia, after 300 CE 

2. Germanic movement into Rome 

3. **Bantu migration through Sub-Saharan Africa 

4. **Polynesian migrations throughout the 

Pacific/Oceania  
The Hunnic/Germanic migrations, 
post-300 CE—were instrumental in 

causing the END OF THE CLASSICAL 

PERIOD!! 

**We will study the Bantu and 

Polynesian migrations in depth 

during Unit 3 (Post-Classical World). 



 

Outside the Classical World…. 

Agricultural societies expanded 

along the fringes of Eurasia—NW 

Europe, Russia, Japan 

Complex societies were taking 

shape in Mesoamerica 

(Teotihuacan, Maya) and Andes 

(Chavin, Moche) 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  

End of Classical Period… and 

The Beginning of Another Period 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

What arguments can you use to 

support the idea that Period 2 

should end, c. 600?   What arguments can you use to 

support some OTHER date as the 

end of Period 2? 



Roman Empire 

NK Egypt 

Kush 

Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sassanid 

Xiongnu 

Qin 

Han 

Kushana 

Maurya/  
Gupta 

Hellenistic 

Empires 

Axum 

  
Collapse of Classical Period… and 

the beginning of a New Period 

Greek colonies 

Phoenician colonies 

How did we help bring down 
4—yep, 4!!—Classical Empires?  

We’re talking Han, Gupta, 

Persia, and Rome!! 


