LAST MONTH REVIEW
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1. Alright, we’re going to start by reviewing a basic summary of what is at the heart of the AP Literature course, and what to expect on the exam. Head over to the Course Overview and read over it. If you find any important points or ideas you want to keep in mind as we go through the study plan, make sure to mark those down in your notes.
2. Continuing our summary of what exactly to keep in mind for English, we’re going to check out the first video of CrashCourse‘s AP English Literature section. It’s a speech on reading and understanding you may have gotten from your teacher or some other source, but it neatly summarizes what to focus on and think about as we go throughout this.
3. Okay, now that we’ve had that orientation for ourselves, we’re going to buckle down and tackle some work. Let’s pull up the AP English Lit Course DescriptionOn pages 12-27 (according to the description itself, not the pdf), there will be some practice questions to sample the sort of questions you’ll be dealing with on the exam. You’ll want to answer the questions, and then check your answer against the answer key at the end. Don’t worry if you got questions wrong; this is to get a taste of what to expect and to gauge how comfortable you are with answering these sorts of questions. We’ll have plenty of time to sharpen up throughout the study plan.
Day 2
Now that we’ve taken a look at what to expect and tested the waters let’s start our second day by picking up the study plan proper.
1. We’re going to start at the poetry section of the practice questions onLearnerator, with the questions on “The Pardoner’s Prologue”. As with the practice questions on the Course Description, most of this comes down to reading a passage and responding to questions about it. After you answered the question, check the correct answer, and look through the explanation as to why the correct answer is the correct one, especially if you got it wrong.
(Note: we highly suggest you register for full access on Learnerator for this. Not only will you be able to access the high difficulty practice questions, but you will be able to see the explanation on the multiple choice questions no matter if you answered it correctly or not.)
2. Next, we’ll move down to the prose section of the sample questions and answer a few questions on Belinda. As with the poetry questions, this will be passage based. Don’t worry if you haven’t read Belinda in its entirety, though: while it certainly doesn’t hurt to know the entire context of the story, the questions are designed to be answered just by critically thinking about and responding to the passage presented. So work with what you got, and don’t sweat the rest.
Day 3
1. We’ll start the day with another round of practice questions on Learnerator, this time for poetry questions on “Thou Blind Man’s Mark”. Remember to pay attention to the explanations, and feel free to take notes on anything you find useful.
2. Next up, let’s get started on the drama section questions on Learnerator with the questions for Antigone. Try to keep in mind that more important than knowing all the facts of the whole play is thinking critically about the passage presented.
3. To wrap up the day, you’ll want to head over to the free response section of Learnerator to try to answer the question on “How do I Love Thee”. Try to conduct this question in exam like conditions, so put away any notes or distractions, and write a short response to the best of your abilities. When you’re done, compare your answer—or better yet, get a friend to compare your answer—against the rubric at the bottom, to figure out how well you wrote against the expectations of the prompt.
(Helpful Tip: If responding to the question seems a little daunting, or if you’re getting tripped up on the devices of the prompt, you might want to check out the poetry guides on the outline section of Learnerator first. The “How to Approach Poetry Passages” outline is especially handy here.)
Day 4
Today we’re going to break slightly from our usual patterns to focus on the works of Shakespeare. This won’t be the last time we focus on the bard, but he’s important enough in the context of literary history to be featured a lot, including all of today’s material. We know that this work, like a lot of the older material, is a bit hard to understand in terms of language, but if you’re able to break through the dated terminology you should be able to find some really good literature worth studying, not to mention a whole lot of dirty jokes.
1. On Learnerator, we’re going to start the day by answering the poetry section questions on Sonnets 19 and 11. By now you’ll want to be getting into the habit of reading the explanations, and taking notes on any themes or ideas you think you should keep in mind for later questions or the exam.
2. We’ll conclude the day down in the drama section with one of Shakespeare’s comedies—A Midsummer’s Night Dream. Remember that even if you haven’t read or seen the play, you’re really only working with the selected passages, which you can pull up in the “show passage” link beneath the question.
Great job so far, we’re nearly through the first week. Enjoy the rest of your day; you’ll want to come back on your last two days focused and able to finish strong.
Day 5
1. Today we’re starting, as you may have guessed, with some practice questions onLearnerator. Let’s gear up in the poetry question, with the questions based on “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”.
2. Once we’ve warmed up with that, we’ll continue to the prose section, to answer the questions associated with Northanger Abbey.
3. Now let’s take a little bit of a break to pull up the CrashCourse video on the life and work of one Emily Dickinson. In addition to some fun information on one of history’s more famous recluses, it should give us some thematic and authorial background on today’s free response question.
4. Now that we’ve gotten a quick rundown (or reminder) on who the heck Emily Dickinson was and what sort of themes her poetry touched on let’s go to the free response section of Learnerator to answer the question comparing “Every Morning” with “Because I could not stop for Death”. As with last time, try to answer the question in exam like conditions, and compare your answer with the rubric once you’re done.
Day 6
(Note: This is our first “weekend” day. Basically, this will be about double the material as a usual day, and you can choose to tackle it all in one day and have the other day free, or split it up among two days.)
1. This first part of the day (or this first day, if you’re splitting things up on the weekend session) is going to be another focus on our old friend Shakespeare. We’ll start today, naturally, at Learnerator, in the drama section to be precise, to answer the questions on Henry VIII.
2. With that done, we’re going to shift from history to tragedy, with a few questions on the notorious “Scottish Play”: Macbeth.
3. With those two out of the way, go and take a quick break for yourself to relax and recoup your sanity. If you plan to break up the weekend session into two days, here would be a good place to do so.
4. Now that you’re back, we’re going to tackle just a little bit more Shakespeare with the poetry section questions on Sonnet 138.
5. Now that we’ve accomplished that let’s head down to the prose section and jump ahead a few centuries to The Moonstone, and answer the questions there.
6. To finish our first week, we’re going to hit up the free response section of Learnerator, and try out all this big thinking and ideas and themes on our first open question. Click the question on Sympathy, and answer the question accordingly.
Like previous free responses, you’ll want to answer this question in exam-like conditions and check the rubric after the fact. Unlike previous free response, this is not a response to a single question but a big thematic question, from which you’ll have to draw what you know about the big themes of several works of your choice to respond. This will have a few suggested texts, which you may or may not be familiar with, but feel free to draw from any texts with relevant ideas to form the basis of your answer.
And there’s our first week over and done! Congratulations, you’re off to a great start—you’ve applied your critical thinking skills on the likes of such great writers such as Shakespeare and Dickinson, and begun working out your ability to identify and talk about the important parts of poetry, prose, and drama alike. Enjoy the rest of your weekend, and we’ll see you back here for Week 2.
WEEK 2
Alright, welcome back for the second week of our one-month study plan. Here we’re going to continue to work on our skills for processing poetry, prose, and drama while dealing with some of the most famous works of English fiction throughout history. We’ll also be seeing an increase in free response questions, to help shift our influence from reading comprehension to the next step of working with and synthesizing what we take from the texts to our big ideas. Alright, here we go. Day 1
1. Let’s start our day and week with a video or two from our old friends at CrashCourse, this time on Frankenstein. The channel actually has two videos on the novel, and depending on your time and how comfortable you are with the work already feel free to watch one or both.
2. Afterward, you’ll want to head over to Learnerator to answer some prose questions on, shockingly, Frankenstein (we apologize to anyone harmed by that pun). Remember that, whether you read the full novel or not, you should be able to infer the answer from the individual passages, and to pay attention to the explanations of the answers after.
3. We’re going to shift gears as we wind down today, heading up to answer the poetry multiple choice for “A Lecture Upon the Shadows”.
Day 2
1. Today we’ll be focusing on a variety of close reading, with a little prose, a little poetry, and a reading based essay question. Let’s start with the poetry onLearnerator, namely those for “The Retreat”.
2. While we’re on multiple choice, let’s head over to the prose section and answer our questions for The Awakening.
3. Finally, we’ll wrap up the day with a quick free response question. You’ll want to go to the free response section of Learnerator, pull up the prose free response question on Babylon Revisited. Remember to take it in exam-like conditions and check your work against the rubric! If you feel that you might have missed any key points from the rubric, consider going back into exam conditions and rewriting your answer with the rubric’s expectations in mind.
Day 3
1. Today we’ll be focusing on only one set of multiple choice questions, but they’re a doozy. Pull up Learnerator, and scroll on down to answer the questions hauntingHeart of Darkness. There are a lot to get through, but tackle them like you would any other and try to keep the larger themes and structures that arise from the sections in your mind.
2. Once you get through that, we still have a little bit more work for the day—head over to the free response section, go down to the synthesis questions, and tackle the prompt on Frame Narration. This is another one you’ll be pulling from your knowledge to answer though Heart of Darkness and Frankenstein are both provide good examples of this if you’re familiar with either of them.
Great job! By now you should be getting a good feel for both the rigors of the multiple choice questions and the bigger sort of synthesis problems. These can be pretty tricky skills to pin down and develop, so you’ve been doing great if you’ve kept up with us so far. Day 4
1. Today will be a bit of a return to our usual pace, with a mix of multiple choice and a quick close reading free response. Let’s start, as usual, on Learnerator. Head over to the poetry section, and take a crack at “To Sir John Lade on his Coming of Age”.
2. Next, let’s change tasks to tackle the prose questions on Tess of the d’Urbervilles. By now hopefully you are comfortable with answering these sort of passage based questions, and should be developing your techniques to read through them quickly and thoroughly (If you’re still struggling with anything, remember that we have some handy outlines to how to approach these questions and passages here on Learnerator)
3. To wrap up the day, you’ll want to go to the free response page, to answer the poetry free response question on “The Flea” and “The Sun Rising”.
Day 5
1. Today we’re going to be tackling another work with a lot of practice questions on it, this time from our old friend the bard. Hamlet is regarded as being pretty groundbreaking in how it approached its characters and its plot, so having, at least, a passing familiarity with the play can really bolster your knowledge base for the Literature exam. Before we begin, you may want to familiarize yourself with the important themes and significance of the play via CrashCourse’s twovideos on the play.
2. When that’s done, go down to the drama section on the practice questions atLearnerator, and knock out the large section on Hamlet.
Day 6 Alright, here comes our second weekend day. Remember that this day easily splits in two if you find it a bit much to chew through all these pieces in one day. Now buckle down, and let’s knock out the last pieces to the first half of our AP Study Plan.
1. Let’s start with some poetry multiple choice questions on Learnerator, these for “The Chimney Sweeper”.
2. With that done, move over to the prose section to answer the multiple choice questions on The Dead. Remember as you go throughout these questions to focus on comprehension and interpretation more than memorizing the details of each work of literature.
3. Now that we’re nearing a normal day’s workload, you should take a quick break to relax and recharge yourself for the second half of the day. Alternatively, if you plan to split up the weekend session into two parts, this would be the ideal place to do so.
4. Now that you’re back let’s return to the multiple choice section and answer the questions on A Doll’s House, under the drama section.
5. And to wrap up our formal work for the day, head over to the free responsesection and pull up the prose free response on The New England Nun. Remember to try and take these in exam like conditions, and pay attention to the rubric after you’re done.
6. Alright, before we leave for the week, let’s take a moment to review how far we’ve come in this first half of the study plan. You’ll want to briefly review your notes and answers from the past two weeks, both to refresh your familiarity with some of the significant texts we’ve been covering and to see how your critical reading and thinking skills have developed and changed over the past few days. Getting a good sampling of the breadth of significant English writing will be helpful to you for the exam, but the most important thing is developing your ability to work with and write about both new and familiar passages.
Once you’ve seen to that, congratulations on reaching the halfway point of the study guide! Try to find some way to celebrate your achievement, and we’ll see you next week for beginning of the back end of our Literature study guide.
WEEK 3
Alright, time to buckle up for the third week of our AP study guide. This week will bring us to a variety of big works, from the works of Oscar Wilde to a few forays back to our unshakable companion Shakespeare. Most predominant in this week, however, will be poetry. Since many English students find poetry one of the harder forms of literature to make sense of, we’re going to dedicate at least a little bit of most days this week to verse, with a few days being particularly poetry intensive. Just a heads up.
Day 1
1. We’re going to start the week with one more super focused day, this time tackling a whopping 44 questions on King Lear under the drama section on Learnerator. As with Hamlet, we’re going to dedicate the whole day on these questions, so feel free to take your time on paying attention to the themes and big ideas across all these questions.
Fantastic job on getting through those: that was the most questions on a single work we’re going to have the whole course! Take it easy the rest of the day, and when you come back remember you’ve already knocked out the biggest block of multiple choice questions.
Day 2
1. Today will be the first of our poetry intensive days, starting off with theCrashCourse video on the poetry of Sylvia Plath. Not only does it capture a lot of the importance and impact of Plath as a poet, but help nails down some of the curiosities of poetry as a medium. If poetry is still giving you some difficulty, this is a good video to help organize your thoughts on the matter.
2. With the video in mind, let’s turn our attention to Learnerator, to answer the poetry question on Plath’s “Barren Woman”. Don’t forget to pay attention to the answers’ explanations, and try to take notes on any big trends you’re still having trouble with.
3. Finally, we’ll wrap up the day with a little more poetry, covering the multiple choice questions on “The Black Walnut Tree”.
Day 3
1. We’ll be spending the day on Learnerator, across a couple of mediums and formats. We’re going to start, you guessed it, with some poetry, specifically the multiple choice questions on “An Ode to a Grecian Urn.”
2. With that done, let’s squeeze in a little prose before moving on, covering the multiple choice questions on The Voyage Out.
3. And to wind things down, we’ll return to poetry but switch from multiple choice tofree response, this one on a close reading of the poem “To an Athlete Dying Young”. Remember to try to take it in exam like conditions!
Day 4
1. Okay, heads up: today will be another poetry intensive day, this time with a whole lot of multiple choice. We start, on Learnerator as usual, with the poetry questions for “Mezzo Cappin”.
2. Up next will be covering a work by the infamously alliterative Walt Whitman, in this case, a few quick questions on his ode “O Captain, My Captain”.
3. We’re going to end the day with a bit of a downer, unfortunately, covering a few more multiple choice poetry questions on the World War I inspired “Dulce et Decorum Est”, which captures the horror and visceral experience of war pretty vividly. Pretty brutal, but dang does it make for nice poetry.
Day 5
1. Alright, you’ve been doing great so far. Today will be something close to what we might call normal for a day on our study plan, with one little curveball at the end. For now, though, let’s just head over to Learnerator to answer the prose questions on The Rainbow.
2. Once we’ve knocked that out, let’s go up to the poetry section, to answer the questions on “The Second Coming”.
3. Now we’re going to jump back a bit and pick up an old friend: Hamlet. Today we’re going to tackle the poetry free response on everyone’s favorite angsty Danish prince, and see how familiar you still are with it since we tackled it last week.
Day 6
1. And here we are, on our third weekend session! Fantastic job keeping us with us so far, but let’s not rest on our laurels. Let’s start with some multiple questions onLearnerator, particularly the poetry questions on, well, “Poetry”.
2. Next up, let’s shift to drama to answer some multiple choice on Oscar Wilde’s grand comedy The Importance of Being Earnest.
3. Alright, break time. Or time to call it a day and put the second half off to Day 7, if you’re splitting the weekend up. Either way, find a way to blow off a bit of steam and we’ll see you later!
4. Alright, welcome back. To round out our Learnerator multiple choice experience for the weekend, let’s tackle a couple of prose questions on Sophistication.
5. And, while we’re at it, let’s hop back to the drama section to tackle the questions on Trifles.
6. And finally, let’s finish the chapter in the free response section, with our synthesis question on Catharsis. Remember, like with the other open-ended questions, this isn’t about closely reading any particular passage, but rather articulating a key theme we see pop up time and time again throughout literature and applying them using specific examples from the texts you know. Also, don’t forget to check you answer against the rubric provided at the bottom once you’re done!
And there we have it,  the third week is done! Alright! Just one more to go and you’ll be all set. Sit back and enjoy the rest of your weekend, and we’ll see you back here for the big finale.

WEEK 4

And here we are, on the final week of the study guide. We’ll be winding things down with a variety of forms, with a particular emphasis on free response questions. By now you hopefully have a pretty good sense of how to read and respond to passages in multiple choice format by now, so our main attention should be on developing your ability to take all those big ideas and talk about them as interconnected and involved points. That might sound like a lot, but you’ve been doing it already across these past three weeks, and these next few days will help you hone those skills even further. But enough talk, let’s get to it!
Day 1
1. We’ll start the week in the poetry section of Learnerator, to answer a few quick questions on “Do not go gently into that Good Night”. This process should all be pretty familiar to you by now, but don’t’ forget to read over the answer’s explanations and write notes on anything you find useful.
2. After that, we’ll hit up the prose section on the same section to answer the multiple choice questions covering Siddharta.
3. Keeping with the same form of literature but moving over to free response, let’s finish the day by tackling the close reading free response on Olikeye.
Day 2
1. Today we’re going to start by watching our final CrashCourse video on the section, this time on Victorian classic Jane Eyre. It should be relatively quick, and has something to offer for both students who haven’t read the book (or those of you who just skimmed enough to make a few comments in class), and a few fun insights even for those of you who know the book well.
2. To follow up to that video, let’s pull up Learnerator and knock out the questions on Jane Eyre while the tale of madness, secrecy, and bigamy is still fresh in our mind.
3. Finally, we’ll be changing up our forms if not our tones, with a few multiple choice poetry questions on “Tintern Abbey”.
Day 3
1. Alright, time for our final hump day of the study plan. We’ll start, as usual, with some multiple choice questions on Learnerator, in this case in the prose section on passages from Jamaica Kincaid’s Girl.
2. With that taken care of, we’re going to spend the rest of the day focusing on another of the bigger questions in the free response section. This time, we’ll be tackling the thematic synthesis question on Neighbors. As with our other synthesis questions, feel free to pull from the suggested questions or choose any relevant works of your own to answer the question. Once you’ve written up your answer, compare it to the rubric provided, and if you feel yours is particularly off base, consider rewriting the question with the targeted points in mind.
Alright, folks, just half a week left. You’ve been doing great if you’ve made it this far with us. Just hang in a little longer and we’ll be home free.
Day 4
1. Today will be fairly straightforward with some multiple choice and a close reading free response, but we will manage to hit all three of the primary forms of literature we’ve been covering. Let’s start with some prose on Learnerator, covering some multiple choice on Johnny Got his Gun.
2. Once we’ve taken care of that, let’s finish up Learnerator’s multiple choice drama section with the questions on A Streetcar Named Desire.
3. Last but not least, let’s finish up with a little more practice on our free responsequestions, this one in the poetry section for “To his Coy Mistress”.
Day 5
1. Going to be a straightforward and relatively easy day for us today. Consider it a calm before the storm of your last weekend session. We’re going to spend our day on Learnerator, tying up our loose ends there. We’ll start with the last of our poetry sections, with “The Bistro Sytx”.
2. After that we’ll take on the last of our prose passages, this one on The Known World. With this, you’ll have successfully navigated all three of Learnerator’s multiple choice sections. Nicely done!
Day 6
1. Alright, end of the road, folks. You’ve come a long way in a relatively short period of time in regards to critical reading and writing, so consider this weekend session (whether you break it up or not) both a final review to polish up the skills we’ve developed for the exam, and checkpoint to make sure you’re coming away from this study guide with the skills you need. Let’s start by reviewing over the notes you’ve accumulated over the course of the study guide. Depending on how you’ve approached the multiple choice questions and the CrashCourse videos, this could be a lot of ground to cover, but take your time to give the information a thorough review. We’ll be here when you’re done.
2. Afterward, let’s take a crack at the last of Learnerator’s synthesis questions—this one titled Scars. Draw from either the list of provided works or your knowledge, but in any case strive to answer the question in exam-like conditions and review your answer against the rubric once you’re done. You might want to consider writing a revised version of your answer after (again in exam like conditions!), depending on where your answer stands compared to the rubric.
3. Alright, time for a quick break. Or a not so quick break, if you’re splitting up the days here. Either way, take a breather, get your head in a good place, and we’ll be back after for your final review.
4. Now that you’re back, we’re going to head over to the checklist section on Learnerator. Here there will be three big lists of things you should know regarding literature, whether from the Learnerator explanations, the CrashCourse videos, or the knowledge you’ve gained from class or other sources. As you go through, check off the ideas you can confidently say you know. Once you’ve done so, check back to see any of the points you’ve left unchecked, and review your notes and other resources to fill in the gaps of your knowledge.
5. For the grand finale, let’s look at some questions from previous years of the test themselves. Let’s head to AP Central and click on one of the previous year’s tests to choose from. For our purposes here, let’s focus on the synthesis question since those are the most involved and kind of our focus here on week 4. That means pulling from the “Question 3” of each year, the ones with the list of titles beneath each prompt. It’s up to you which questions you choose (though if you’re stumped we suggest 2014’s question on sacrifice and/or 2013’s question oncoming of age stories), but try to select and answer TWO synthesis questions in exam like conditions. Once you’re done, pull up the sample answers on AP Central (right next to the links for the tests), and compare your answer the examples provided by the site.
And that’s it! You’ve successfully completed our one-month study guide over AP English Literature! You should be coming out of the study guide with a little more familiarity with some of the big names of literature that the AP exam likes to ask about, but much more importantly you should have a finely honed sense of how to read, think, and write critically about the written words, and be able to connect big themes and ideas within and between works of literature. Amazing job with sticking with us throughout this hectic month (no really—give yourself a mental pat on the back or a bowl of ice cream or some such for doing so), and we hope what you’ve learned will serve you well on the exam and beyond.
Remember to take the exam seriously, but also don’t let its importance or intimidation factor daunt you. In the end, it is just one test in one specific subject area. And if you managed to keep to this plan, you should be more than ready. We’re sure you’ll do great.




